
H
E

 
D

R
A

W
S

 
U

S
 
O

U
T T

O
 
D

R
A

W
 
U

S
 
IN



© 2016 The Village Church
2101 Justin Road, Flower Mound, Texas.

All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry
of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.

All rights reserved.

Select definitions of the attributes of God on page 13 were
informed by The ABCs of God, © 2011 Children Desiring God.

PART
1



FROM DARKNESS 
TO LIGHT   THIS 
IS THE STORY WE 
ALL SHARE, AS THE 
PEOPLE OF GOD.



HE DRAWS US OUT 
TO DRAW US IN. 
FROM THE BIRTH 

OF ISRAEL TO THE 
CHURCH TODAY, 

GOD DELIVERS AND 
DWELLS WITH

HIS PEOPLE.



“ I  W I L L  TA K E  YO U  

TO  B E  M Y  P E O P L E ,  

A N D  I  W I L L  B E  

YO U R  G O D ,  A N D  

YO U  S H A L L  K N OW  

T H AT  I  A M  T H E  

L O R D  YO U R  G O D ,  

W H O  H A S  

B R O U G H T  YO U  

O U T  F R O M  U N D E R  

T H E  B U R D E N S  O F  

T H E  E G Y P T I A N S . ”

e Xo d u S  6 ; 7
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BEFORE EXODUS;
A SUMMARY OF
GENESIS
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The first book of the Bible, Genesis, begins 
with a description of God creating the 
universe. Everything He made—from land 
to light to vegetation to animals—He called 
“good.” Only when God created man and 
woman did He deem creation “very good” 
and complete. Adam and Eve lived in the 
garden of Eden and had dominion over 
creation. But it didn’t take long for the peace 
of Eden to shatter. 

Sin entered the world and changed 
everything. Mankind became separated 
from God, banished from paradise. Nothing 
would be the same. As mankind multiplied, 
they filled the earth and corrupted it. God 
brought His judgment upon earth, wiping out 
mankind with a flood and using the family of 
Noah to start anew. The Lord had a plan of 
redemption, and He would carry it out. 

Generations passed, and the father of a future 
people, Abraham, was born. Abraham settled 
in Haran, where he received a promise from 

God. The promise was this: God would make 
Abraham and his offspring into a great nation, 
and they would one day dwell in the Promised 
Land. Abraham then moved his family to 
Canaan, but when a time of drought and 
famine hit, he brought them to Egypt.

Years passed, and Abraham had a son, Isaac, 
and Isaac had a son, named Jacob. Now Jacob 
had 12 sons, but the youngest, Joseph, was his 
favorite. Joseph's brothers, in their jealousy, 
sold Joseph into slavery. But the Lord gave 
Joseph favor with the pharaoh of Egypt, and 
Joseph rose to power in the royal palace. And 
when famine ravaged the land of Canaan, 
Joseph’s family came to Egypt, seeking 
food and provisions, and Joseph forgave his 
brothers.  

So the house of Jacob remained in Egypt, and 
Joseph lived 110 years. But before he breathed 
his last, Joseph reminded the people of God’s 
promise to draw them out of Egypt and into 
the Promised Land.
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EXODUS PART 1;
GOD DELIVERS
HIS PEOPLE

More than 400 years passed from the time 
God made His promise to Abraham, and 
the Israelites still had not seen its fulfillment. 
Instead, they lived as foreigners in the land of 
Egypt. The Egyptians feared that the Israelites 
would grow into a mighty nation and overtake 
them, so the pharaoh of Egypt forced them 
to work as slaves. Day after day, the Israelites 
worked in the heat of the sun and sand, the 
taskmasters whipping their backs, sweat 
stinging their wounds. But the nation of Israel 
continued to grow.

One day, Pharaoh sent out a terrible decree: 
Every son born to the Israelites would be 
thrown into the Nile River. But a Levite couple 
defied this order. When they could no longer 
hide their baby boy, the mother placed him in 
a basket and into the river, trusting God’s will 
for his life.  
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And God did have a plan for the child. 
Pharaoh’s daughter found the basket, caught 
in the reeds beside the river. She took pity 
on the crying baby and decided to take him 
in as her own child. She named him "Moses" 
because he was drawn out of the water.

The years went by, and Moses grew into a 
man within the walls of the palace. But when 
he saw the suffering of his people, anger 
burned within him. After he witnessed an 
Egyptian beating an Israelite, Moses killed the 
man and fled Egypt to hide in the desert.

But he could not escape the path God had 
for him. One day, he came upon a bush, 
consumed by flames but not burned to ash. 
Then the voice of God called out to Moses. 
God told Moses that He saw the persecution 
of His people and heard their cries. He 
promised to deliver them from slavery, and 
He commanded Moses to go before Pharaoh, 
the very man Moses had escaped from. 
Moses was terrified to return. But God sent 
Moses’ brother, Aaron, to go with him, and 
they obeyed.

But Pharaoh would not listen. God had 
hardened his heart, and the king of Egypt 
would not be moved by signs and wonders. 
Even when Aaron’s staff transformed into 
a snake, slithering on the sand, Pharaoh 
refused to believe. So the God of the 
Israelites brought down plagues upon Egypt. 
The water of the Nile turned to blood. Frogs, 
gnats and flies swarmed over every inch 
of land, and locusts consumed the fields. 
Darkness descended, blotting out the sun for 
days. Nine plagues in all, but Pharaoh’s heart 
remained hard as stone. 

To prepare for the 10th and final plague, 
Moses had the Israelites mark their doors with 
the blood of spotless lambs. That night, the 
Passover, the angel of death passed through 
the kingdom, killing the firstborn child of every 
Egyptian household that did not bear the mark. 
Not even the child of Pharaoh was spared. 

With that, Pharaoh told Moses and Aaron to 
take the Israelites and go. They were free. 
Thousands of men, women and children 
journeyed out toward the Promised Land. By 
night, a pillar of fire led the people, and by 
daylight, a pillar of cloud. This was the Spirit of 
the Lord, who did not leave the people. 

Then God warned Moses: Pharaoh and the 
Egyptian army were coming to recapture the 
Israelites. 

When the Israelites came to the Red Sea, they 
cried out in fear. Certain death awaited them 
on either side—the sea ahead or the chariots 
of the Egyptian army behind. But Moses lifted 
his staff to the sky, and the waters parted. The 
Israelites passed through the towering waves 
that stood like walls on each side of them, but 
the Egyptians—they were swallowed by the 
sea. God had indeed drawn His people out of 
bondage, out of darkness, and He would dwell 
with them soon. 

The story of Israel is also the story of us today; 
we are God’s people. He draws us out of our 
sin, our Egypt, and draws us into His presence, 
into relationship with Him.



S H E  N A M E D  

H I M  M O S E S ,  

“ B E C AU S E , ”  

S H E  S A I D ,

“ I  D R E W  H I M  

O U T  O F  T H E

WAT E R . ”

e Xo d u S  2 ; 1 0
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August 20 – 21

August 27 – 28

September 3 – 4

September 10 – 11

September 17 – 18

September 24 – 25

October 1 – 2

October 8 – 9

October 15 – 16

October 22 – 23

October 29 – 30

November 5 – 6

November 12 – 13

November 19 – 20

November 26 – 27

December 3 – 4

December 10 – 11

December 17 – 18

SERMON 
SCHEDULE  

Our Story in Exodus

More Numerous Than the Stars

Days of Darkness

Drawn Out

Sojourner

God Sees and Knows

God Speaks 

CELEBRATION WEEKEND

God Is Able 

Wrung Out

Broken Spirit

Just Men 

Signs and Wonders

The Plagues, Part 1

The Plagues, Part 2

The Passover 

Delivered Out of Darkness 

From Bitter to Sweet
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The 10 plagues of Egypt 
were acts of divine justice 
by God against the 
oppressors of His people. 
They demonstrated the 
power of the one, true 
God and exposed the 
gods that the Egyptians 
worshiped as false. Each 
plague corresponded to 
particular Egyptian gods 
and served to prove—both 
to the Egyptians and the 
Israelites—who the true 
Sovereign Ruler was.
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THE



// PLAGUE
Water turned to blood

// EGYPTIAN GOD(S)
Apis, Isis, Khnum and Osiris, gods
of the Nile

// EFFECT
It killed all the fish and made the water 
unusable, devastating the economy.

1

// PLAGUE
Frogs

// EGYPTIAN GOD(S)
Heqet, the frog goddess

// EFFECT
Frogs invaded all the homes and later 
died. The Egyptians believed frogs to
be sacred.

2
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// PLAGUE
Gnats

// EGYPTIAN GOD(S)
Set, god of the desert

// EFFECT
The dust of the desert turned to gnats 
and swarmed over everything—the 
first plague that the Egyptian sorcerers 
couldn’t duplicate.

3

// PLAGUE
Flies

// EGYPTIAN GOD(S)
Uatchit, the fly god

// EFFECT
Flies swarmed the Egyptians—the first 
plague that didn’t also affect
the Israelites.

4

9 DRAWS OUT



// PLAGUE
Diseased livestock

// EGYPTIAN GOD(S)
Hathor and Apis, cattle gods

// EFFECT
The Egyptian cattle died, devastating 
the economy further.

5

// PLAGUE
Boils

// EGYPTIAN GOD(S)
Sekhmet, Sunu and Isis, gods over 
health and disease

// EFFECT
Boils covered the bodies of the 
Egyptians and kept the sorcerers away 
from the royal court.

6
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// PLAGUE
Hail

// EGYPTIAN GOD(S)
Nut, the sky goddess, Osiris, the crop 
fertility god, and Set, the storm god

// EFFECT
Hail and fire ruined the Egyptians’ land.

7

// PLAGUE
Locusts

// EGYPTIAN GOD(S)
Nut, Osiris and Set

// EFFECT
The locusts devoured the Egyptian 
crops, preventing a harvest for that year.

8

11 DRAWS OUT



// PLAGUE
Darkness

// EGYPTIAN GOD(S)
Re, god of the sun, also symbolic of 
Pharaoh himself

// EFFECT
Darkness covered Egypt for three days, 
but the Israelite homes still had light.

9

// PLAGUE
Death of the Egyptian firstborn sons

// EGYPTIAN GOD(S)
Isis, the protector of children, and also 
served as judgment on Pharaoh himself

// EFFECT
The angel of God killed the firstborn 
sons of the Egyptians but passed over 
the homes of the Israelites.

10

12DRAWS IN
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ONE OF OUR HOPES FOR THE EXODUS SERIES IS TO BE 

FILLED WITH AWE AND WONDER BY THE LIVING GOD. HE 

DRAWS US OUT OF DARKNESS AND DRAWS US INTO HIS 

LIGHT. HERE ARE SOME ATTRIBUTES OF GOD TO LOOK 

FOR AND MEDITATE ON AS YOU READ, PRAY AND DISCUSS 

EXODUS WITHIN YOUR GROUP AND FAMILY.

ATTRIBUTES 
OF GOD

Almighty  //  Nothing is too hard for God.
Attentive  //  God hears and responds to the prayers of His children.
Compassionate  //  God sees, cares and acts when His children are in need.
Creator  //  God made everything.
Deliverer  //  God rescues His children.
Faithful  //  God always does what He says He will do.
Generous  //  God gives what is best.
Glorious  //  God shows His greatness and worth.
Good  //  God is what is best.
Holy  //  God is completely perfect and separate from sin.
Just  //  God is right to punish sin.
Loving  //  God does what is best.
Merciful  //  God does not give His children the punishment they deserve.
Provider  //  God meets the needs of His children.
Refuge  //  God is a place of safety and protection for His children.
Sovereign  //  God has the right, wisdom and power to do all that He pleases.
Unchanging  //  God never changes.
Wise  //  God knows what is best.
Worthy  //  Only God deserves all glory.
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//  Exodus LifeChange Bible study by The Navigators

//  Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory commentary by Philip Graham Ryken

//  “The Book of Exodus” videos by The Bible Project on YouTube

//  Explanation of Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart: www.gotquestions.org/God-harden-Pharaoh-heart.html

//  Chart of the 10 Plagues:  www.biblecharts.org/oldtestament/thetenplagues.pdf

//  "Time, Moments and Milestones" blog post by The Village Church:
    www.thevillagechurch.net/the-village-blog/time-moments-and-milestones/

//  Explanation of Exodus 4:24-26: www.gotquestions.org/kill-Moses.html

ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES

FOR MORE INFO AND RESOURCES,
VISIT OUR EXODUS MICROSITE;

EXODUS.THEVILLAGECHURCH.NET



G O D  S A I D  TO  

M O S E S ,  “ I  A M  

W H O  I  A M . ”  

A N D  H E  S A I D ,  

“ S AY  T H I S  TO  

T H E  P E O P L E  

O F  I S R A E L ,  ‘ I  

A M  H A S  S E N T  

M E  TO  YO U . ’ ”

e Xo d u S  3 ; 1 4
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READING 
PLAN

August 22 – 26

August 29 – September 2

September 5 – 9

September 12 – 16

September 19 – 23

September 26 – 30

October 3 – 7

October 10 – 14

October 17 – 21

October 24 – 28

October 31 – November 4

November 7 – 11

November 14 – 18

November 21 – 25

November 28 – December 2

December 5 – 9

December 12 – 16

Exodus 1:1-7

Exodus 1:8-22

Exodus 2:1-10

Exodus 2:11-22

Exodus 2:23-25

Exodus 3

BREAK / CATCH-UP WEEK

Exodus 4

Exodus 5

Exodus 6:1-13

Exodus 6:14-30

Exodus 7:1-13 

Exodus 7:14-9:12

Exodus 9:13-11:10

Exodus 12:1-32

Exodus 12:33-14:31

Exodus 15
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DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS AND 
IDEAS FOR FAMILY 
DISCIPLESHIPPA

R
T

ONE
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WEEK 1
O U R  STO RY  I N  E XO D U S

AS WE BEGIN OUR STUDY OF 
EXODUS, SPEND SOME TIME WITH 

YOUR GROUP PRAYING THROUGH THE 
FOLLOWING POINTS;

// Ask the Lord to increase your desire to read 
His Word. Ask for understanding as you read 
each week in preparation to hear the sermon 
and discuss the passage with your family and 
Home Group. The Exodus reading plan can be 
found on p. 16.

// Thank the Lord for giving us His Word and 
letting us know the story of Exodus. Thank Him 
for continuing His story through our stories. 
Ask God to open your eyes to the ways He 
draws us out to draw us in.

// Think about specific areas of sin and 
darkness God has drawn you out of. Praise 
Him for rescuing you. Ask for strength to 
confess sin and flee from any darkness in 
which you currently find yourself.

// Throughout our study, we will see many 
different attributes of God. Think of as many 
words as you can to describe God, and praise 
Him for who He is. For some examples, look at 
the “Attributes of God” list on p. 13.

// Pray that your group would have fruitful 
discussion each week and that, through the 
study of God’s Word, you will grow together 
and pursue Christ with all your hearts.

// Ask God to tune your heart to the Holy Spirit 
as He makes you aware of time, moments 
and milestones to leverage for fruitful family 
discipleship throughout this study. Ideas for 
family discipleship are included each week 
alongside the group study questions.

// Pray for unity among the campuses as we 
walk through Exodus together. Ask the Lord to 
speak through Matt and the other pastors who 
will preach each weekend and to sustain them 
through this long series. Thank the Lord for 
your gospel-centered community, and ask Him 
to help you hold one another accountable

throughout this study.
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WEEK 2 // MORE NUMEROUS THAN THE STARS
D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 1:1-7 aloud.

In Acts 7, Stephen stands before the Sanhedrin and delivers a sermon which summarizes the history 
of the nation of Israel. Have another group member read Acts 7:1-18 aloud.

What is the hardest season you have ever had to endure?

REFLECT
In Acts 7:5-7, what do you learn about the Egyptian captivity? About the hope Israel held?

Have a group member read Genesis 1:28 aloud. How does this verse relate to Exodus 1:1-7? What 
does it indicate about the faithfulness of God?

During the 400 years of waiting in Egypt, what do you think the Israelites thought regarding God’s 
promise of the land of Canaan? Regarding God’s character?

APPLY
Having to wait is part of being human, but waiting through trial and hardship is particularly difficult. 
Have a group member read 2 Peter 3:8-9 aloud. How does it relate to Israel’s situation in the 
opening lines of Exodus? How is it relevant to your current circumstances?

What trial is currently keeping you in waiting? Is it sinful to want our times of trial to be short? Why or 
why not?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?
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I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read or summarize the story of Joseph (Gen. 37-45). 
Then go through these questions together:

// How have you seen God provide for your family?  

// Where have you seen God make and keep His promises?

// Joseph forgives his brothers for so much pain he’s been through. How can your family be better at 
kindness, repentance and forgiveness?

// What do you hope the Lord uses your family to accomplish in His kingdom?

MOMENTS
Look for opportunities this week to talk about how God is our Provider—God meets the needs of His 
children—and leverage opportunities to demonstrate forgiveness—to release someone from their 
wrong.

MILESTONES
Consider how you might celebrate and commemorate God’s significant provision for your family. 
Some provision is not promised but worth celebrating, like life, salvation, a new job, a new house, 
etc. How can you establish and/or remember these spiritual milestones?
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WEEK 3 // DAYS OF DARKNESS

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 1:8-22 aloud.

How would it have felt to be a Hebrew living in Egypt during the time described?

REFLECT
Describe Pharaoh’s initial plan for Hebrew population control in 1:8-14. What multiple purposes did it 
serve, from his perspective? What was the result?

Describe Pharaoh’s second plan for Hebrew population control in 1:15-22. What does it reveal about 
the relative value he placed on human life? On males versus females?

Despite living under the rule of a fearsome pharaoh, the Hebrew midwives walked in fear of God. 
How did their rightly-placed fear equip them to be obedient to their true master?

APPLY
Who or what are we most likely to fear more than God? What is the secret to fearing God more than 
the "pharaohs" in our lives? 

Obedience is a challenge when times are easy, but it is particularly difficult when times are 
hard. How is the rightly-placed fear of the Hebrew midwives an example to us? In what current 
circumstance can you imitate their courage by remembering whose servant you truly are?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 1:8-22. Then go through these 
questions together:

// What is the hardest thing you’ve ever done or been through?  

// How have you seen God work through difficulty?

// How do you think God feels about all the evil in our world?

// How is Jesus Christ God’s response to evil?

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities this week to talk about how “God is in charge of everything” and “God is 
good.” Opportunities might come up as you read or watch the news or as your child is confused 
about why something is happening or has happened. Capture any moments this week to remind 
your household that “Jesus came to save sinners” and that God is our Deliverer—God rescues His 
children.

MILESTONES
What are the anniversaries of the hardest things in your life? How might you commemorate on those 
days how the Lord is making all things new? How can you mark growth in every year removed from 
that day?

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 2:1-10 aloud. Then have another group member read
Acts 7:17-22.

How does the account in Acts add to your understanding of the account in Exodus?

REFLECT
What purpose does this “scene” in the life of Moses serve? How does it look back to what has 
already occurred and prepare us for what is to come?

The Hebrew midwives feared God more than Pharaoh. How do we see others demonstrate the 
same kind of bravery in this scene?

As we will see throughout the book of Exodus, Moses foreshadows Christ. What similarities can you 
find between the birth story of Moses and the birth story of Jesus? Scan through Matthew 2:1-18 to 
help with your answer.

APPLY
Moses’ parents see a hopeless situation turn into a hope-filled one by the sovereign hand of God. 
How have you seen God do this in your own life?

Exodus 2 describes the birth of hope. Have a group member read Romans 15:13 aloud. Why is it 
important to remember that we serve a God who fits this description? How should it change the way 
we regard people or situations that seem beyond hope?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 4 // DRAWN OUT
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 2:1-10. Then go through these 
questions together:

// What do we know about what our grandparents or great-grandparents went through when they 
were growing up?  

// How were their lives different from ours? What difficulty did their generations face?

// Moses is rescued out of the Nile River. How is baptism for us a symbol of being rescued out
of the water?

// Share with each other struggles that you’d like to be rescued from. 

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities this week to tell your family about God being a refuge—a place of safety and 
protection for His children. Opportunities might come up when a child is scared or struggling. As a 
reminder of our redemption, share the gospel—the good news of God’s plan to rescue the world 
from the problem of sin through Jesus Christ.

MILESTONES
Being given a name is a significant milestone. Talk about why you named your kids what you
named them. If there is a spiritual reason, share with them the hope of blessing you’ve given them
in their name.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 2:11-22 aloud. Then have another group member read
Acts 7:23-29.

How does the account in Acts add to your understanding of the account in Exodus?

REFLECT
What purpose do these two “scenes” in the life of Moses serve? How do they look back to what has 
already occurred and prepare us for what is to come?

What does the incident in verses 11-15 reveal about Moses’ sense of identity? About his character?

What light do verses 16-22 shed on Moses’ thoughts and feelings? What do his marriage and the 
naming of his son reveal about his outlook on his future?

Moses’ first attempt to deliver one of his own people from oppression is a complete failure. What do 
you think he believed about himself? About God’s estimation of him? Why might God have allowed 
him to fail in that way?

APPLY
Why is fleeing from our sin and guilt always a bad idea? How does it keep us from loving God and 
others? Think of examples from your own life. Why is owning and confessing what we have done 
essential to our spiritual health?

Describe a time when God used a failure to teach you and mature you. What did you learn about 
yourself? About God?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week? 

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 5 // SOJOURNER
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 2:11-22. Then go through these 
questions together:

// Have you ever been ashamed or scared after you did something wrong?  

// What difficult consequences did you have to face afterward?

// If someone said to you, “God doesn’t like me when I’m bad,” what would you say to them?

// How can your family be better at sharing how you've hurt each other and asking for/offering 
forgiveness?

MOMENTS
As you discipline your kids this week, leverage opportunities to talk about confession—telling the 
truth about your sin—and grace—God freely gives His children what they don’t deserve. Talk about 
how we want to forgive like God forgives: fully, freely and forever.

MILESTONES
Moses’ mistakes sent him on a path to meet his wife and have his son. How can you utilize 
anniversaries or birthdays to be days of remembrance for God’s faithfulness? Consider centering 
your wedding anniversary or birthday on celebrating what God has done in your life.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 2:23-25 aloud. 

How would you describe the tone of this passage?

REFLECT
Why does the text mention that the king of Egypt died? Think back to why Moses is not currently in 
Egypt (2:15). How might this detail affect the storyline?

Have a group member read Genesis 17:1-6. Why do you think God’s covenant is mentioned at this 
point in the Exodus narrative?

How does the description of God in 2:24-25 place Him in stark contrast to the gods of wood and 
stone worshiped by the Egyptians?

APPLY
The original readers of Exodus were the generation of Israelites about to enter the Promised Land 
after 40 years of wandering. How would the words of 2:24-25 been a comfort to them? How should 
they comfort us?

In the midst of their suffering, how aware do you think the Israelites were that God heard, 
remembered, saw and knew? Why is it good for us to meditate on these truths in both good times 
and bad?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 6 // GOD SEES AND KNOWS
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 2:23-25. Then go through these 
questions together:

// When have you needed a lot of help to do something?  

// How is your prayer life? Is it ever hard to feel or believe that God is hearing you and responding?

// How can your family pray more together as a household?

MOMENTS
At meal times, bed times or other daily times, remind your family that “God wants to talk with us.” 
Remind each other that God is generous—God gives what is best—and that He is loving—God does 
what is best.

MILESTONES
Are there milestones in your family’s future that you are praying for? Are you praying for godly 
marriages? Children? Jobs? Homes? Pray that the Lord would do something momentous in your 
family’s future.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 3 aloud. Then have another group member read Acts 7:30-34.

How does the account in Acts add to your understanding of the account in Exodus?

REFLECT
What purpose does this “scene” in the life of Moses serve? How does it look back to what has 
already occurred and prepare us for what is to come?

How should Moses have responded to God’s statements in Exodus 3:10? What does his actual 
response reveal?

Summarize God’s words to Moses in chapter 3 in one sentence. What is the main point He expresses 
to Moses?

APPLY
Have you ever thought or said, “If God would just tell me explicitly what to do, I would do it”? How 
does the story of Moses and the burning bush challenge that statement? Why do we still hesitate to 
obey, even when the will of God is clear?

God spoke to Moses from a burning bush. Today, He speaks to us from His Word. What clear 
command from Scripture are you slow to obey? What immediate obedience do you need to practice 
this week? How does God’s response to Moses urge you to walk forward in obedience?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 7 // GOD SPEAKS 



30DRAWS IN

TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 3. Then go through these
questions together:

// How does God speak to Moses? What does He say to him?  

// How does God speak to us through His Word? What does He call us to?

// What is your family doing to know God better? What is your family doing to make Him known
to others?

// How can your family read the Bible better together and individually? How can you share with each 
other what you see God saying?

MOMENTS
Look for opportunities at the beginning or end of the day to communicate to your family the gift of 
the Bible—God’s true word. It is from God and about God. In the Bible they will see that God is wise—
God knows what is best.

MILESTONES
All Christians have the same general calling, but to receive a particular calling from the Lord is 
a huge milestone. Do you believe that the Lord has called you or your family to anything more 
specific? Is there a way to celebrate or commemorate that calling?

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P



31 DRAWS OUT

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 4 aloud. 

What kind of situation is most likely to cause you to doubt your abilities?

REFLECT
In 4:1-12, God responds to Moses’ credibility concerns by giving him three miraculous signs and an 
assurance about his deficiency of speech. What does Moses believe is necessary to serve God? 
What does God indicate is necessary?

In 4:13-14, God responds to Moses’ fifth objection with anger. Does this response surprise you? Why 
or why not? In light of his mission, why might it have been important for Moses to remember that 
God’s anger toward sin is part of His character?

In 4:15-31, Moses responds obediently to God’s command to return to Egypt. However, despite 
knowing that his sons should have been circumcised on the eighth day, he hadn’t done so. (For 
further explanation on this scene, visit www.gotquestions.org/kill-Moses.html.) God required Moses 
to obey in personal matters as well as in public ones. Why is integrity in personal matters so 
important for someone in public ministry?

APPLY
After five objections to His clear command, God’s anger is kindled. Have a group member read 
Psalm 145:8. Have another group member read James 1:19-20. How is God’s anger different from 
man’s anger? Which situations are most likely to elicit an angry response from you? What practical 
strategies can help us avoid sinning in our anger?

Why is integrity in personal matters important for every believer, whether they’re in public ministry or 
not? What private sins are you most likely to justify or downplay?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 8 // GOD IS ABLE
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CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 4. Then go through these
questions together:

// Is there anything you’ve been asked to do that you think is hard for you but easier for others?  

// How have you seen the Lord use your weaknesses for His purposes?

// How does your family encourage one another?

// Moses made a lot of excuses. Are there excuses you lean on in order to do less or nothing? How 
can your family help each other overcome your excuses to serve God?

MOMENTS
When something is hard or your child feels like giving up, remind them that if God is for us, nothing 
can stand against us. Remind your family that God is almighty—nothing is too hard for God—and 
encourage each other to be patient—slow to anger, waiting kindly and quietly.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 5 aloud.

What one word would you use to describe the tone of chapter 5? Why?

REFLECT
Moses obediently goes to Egypt to confront Pharaoh. What do you think Moses expected to 
happen? What is surprising about the outcome? What is unsurprising? 

What tactic does Pharaoh employ to undermine Moses? Why is it effective?

What does Moses’ response to God in 5:22-23 reveal about his state of mind? About his faith?

APPLY
How does this week’s text challenge the idea that our obedience obligates God to bless us and 
grant us an easy life? How does it challenge the idea that the Christian life is free from doubt?

How prone are you to discouragement when obedience to God does not yield an immediate, 
discernible blessing? What is a better motive for obedience than to gain a reward?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 9 // WRUNG OUT
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TIME
Set aside time this week for your household to read Exodus 5. Then go through these
questions together:

// Have you ever expected one thing from God only to get something more disappointing?  

// Why do you think God doesn’t just make our lives easier?

// Are you ever tempted to give up when things get hard?

// How can we lean on God when we feel like giving up?

MOMENTS
God never promises life will be easy. When your child is tempted to take the easy way out, leverage 
the opportunity to share Colossians 3:23-24. “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not 
for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving 
the Lord Christ.”

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 6:1-13 aloud. 

What purpose does this section of the text serve? Why is it included here?

REFLECT
Look again at vv. 6-8. God begins and ends His message with, “I am the LORD.” Why do you think He 
does this? What are the implications of this repeated statement?

What sort of relationship is God planning for Israel and Himself? Did God know that Israel would be 
difficult? Why does He keep pursuing them? 

What parallels do you see between Moses and Jesus in this portion of the story? Connect the 
themes of rejection, discouragement and obedience between the two men.

APPLY
Have you ever been in a place where God’s promises and the good news of a bright future have 
been unbelievable? When was a time when the pain of the moment made it seem like there was no 
way out?

Moses and Aaron knew they had to obey God, even when the people of God felt like it was a lost 
cause. Are there ways the Church has given up on serving and obeying God because it seems like 
a lost cause? How can you persist in spite of this? How can you encourage your brothers and sisters 
forward?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 10 // BROKEN SPIRIT
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 6:1-13. Then go through these 
questions together:

// What God asked Moses and Aaron to do seems impossible. What is something that you’d like to 
see happen, but it seems impossible?  

// Do you ever ask God for “impossible” things?

// How is our eternal life with God something impossible that the Lord has done through Christ?

// Is there anyone you would like the Lord to save, but it seems impossible? How can you be part of 
the Lord’s work in reaching them?

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities this week to point out and pray for people whom you hope the Lord saves. 
Say, “Jesus came to save sinners,” and remind each other that God is sovereign—God has the right, 
wisdom and power to do all that He pleases.

MILESTONES
How do you celebrate and commemorate your own salvation? Consider having a baptism birthday 
party with your family, friends and neighbors.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 6:14-30 aloud. 

How closely does your family pay attention to lineage and family trees? Do you have any
famous ancestors?

REFLECT
Why do you think the author takes this particular moment to establish the lineage of Moses and 
Aaron as descendants of Levi?

Based on the order of the genealogy, Aaron is Moses’ older brother. Reflecting back on Moses’ birth 
story, how does this detail change the way you perceive the bravery of their parents in the face of 
oppression? How might this detail complicate their current roles as leaders of Israel?

Look again at vv. 28-30. They act as a summary statement for all that has occurred since God spoke 
to Moses from the burning bush. Why do you think the author chose to reiterate only these particular 
ideas? What does the author want us to remember about God and about Moses from these 
chapters?

APPLY
What are some things God has called all Christians to that we are commonly afraid to do? What lies 
feed our fears?

Which of the fears you mentioned above do you battle personally? How does knowing Yahweh, the 
Great I Am, answer your fears and give you confidence?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 11 // JUST MEN



38DRAWS IN

TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 6:14-30. Then go through these 
questions together:

// What do you know about your family’s history?  

// How have you seen the Lord move through your family tree?

// Who are you more like, your father or your mother? How?

// What would you like your family legacy to be? 

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities to remind each other this week of your identity as a member of your family 
or as an adopted son/daughter of God. Commit to memory and recite John 1:12. “But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”

MILESTONES
When was the last time your family had a reunion? Consider picking a date for all of your family to 
gather and how that might be a spiritual milestone in the timeline of your family tree.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 7:1-13 aloud. 

Why are magic tricks or supernatural occurrences so appealing to people?

REFLECT
In verse 1, God speaks to Moses in the past tense of a future reality: “See, I have made you like God 
to Pharaoh.” Why is this so?

God tells Moses exactly what will happen when Moses and Aaron perform signs in front of Pharaoh, 
and it does. Knowing that Pharaoh will reject the signs, why do you think God goes through the 
process of providing them anyway? (For more explanation on the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, visit 
www.gotquestions.org/God-harden-Pharaoh-heart.html.) 

What explicit outcome is God pursuing by taking action against the Egyptians (see 7:5)? How does 
Pharaoh’s desired outcome differ? How does the Israelites’ desired outcome likely differ?

APPLY
Look at 7:7. Do the ages of Moses and Aaron shock you? What sort of notions do we have about 
serving God at certain ages? Do you think it is easier to serve God at a certain age than at another?

Is hardness of heart a problem for unbelievers only? What personal sins or problems of the world 
are you callous or indifferent toward? How should a believer deal with personal areas of hard-
heartedness?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 12 // SIGNS AND WONDERS
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 7:1-13. Then go through these 
questions together:

// What is your favorite of God’s miracles?

// Why do you think God performs miracles?

// If someone said to you, “If God did a miracle right now, I would believe in Him,” what would
you say?

// Do you have faith in God because of what He does or because of who He is? What’s
the difference?

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities to point out the everyday miracles of God’s creation: how we live and 
breathe, how God made everything, how God has shown mercy even on those who don’t believe in 
Him. God is merciful—He does not give His children the punishment they deserve.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have several group members read Exodus 7:14-9:12 aloud. (For an overview of the plagues, visit 
www.biblecharts.org/oldtestament/thetenplagues.pdf.)

In your opinion, which of the first six plagues would be the hardest to endure? Why?

REFLECT
How would the first six plagues have impacted the Egyptians economically? Practically (in their day-
to-day lives)? Psychologically?

By the third plague, Pharaoh’s magicians draw a correct conclusion. What is it (see 8:18-19)? Knowing 
that seven more plagues are coming, what does this tell us about Pharaoh’s resolve? His belief in the 
strength of his own gods?

What do you notice about Pharaoh’s responses to each of the plagues as they progress? How do his 
tactics change? What do they indicate he believes is true of Yahweh? Of himself?

APPLY
Have you ever received a warning from God and continued in sin? What was the outcome? How 
would the outcome have been different if you had heeded earlier correction? Is there a warning you 
are currently choosing to ignore?

The first three plagues affect both the Egyptians and the Israelites, but the rest affect only the 
Egyptians. Why does God sometimes allow the just to suffer for the sins of the unjust? What should 
be our attitude in those times?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 13 // THE PLAGUES, PART 1
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 7:14-9:12. Then go through these 
questions together:

// Why did God send the plagues?  

// The Egyptians worshiped false gods, or idols. They worshiped the created things instead of the 
Creator. What do you love so much that it is hard for you to love God more than it?

// How did God show His power over the Egyptian gods?

// How can your family love each other and love God better?

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities this week in the course of everyday conversations to teach your family the 
true meaning of love—a caring commitment to God and others over yourself.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have several group members read Exodus 9:13-11:10 aloud. (For an overview of the plagues, visit 
www.biblecharts.org/oldtestament/thetenplagues.pdf.)

What’s the greatest physical discomfort you’ve ever endured? What did you learn from it?

REFLECT
During the eighth and ninth plagues, Pharaoh’s verbal response takes an interesting turn. Look back 
at 9:27 and 10:16. Discuss his verbal response in light of his continued refusal to let the Israelites go. 
What is the difference between confession and repentance?

Compare Moses’ words in 11:8 to God’s words back in 7:1. How has Moses’ confidence in God grown, 
even as Pharaoh’s heart has hardened?

Note Moses’ disposition at the end of 11:8. Why do you think this detail is included? How does this 
reveal his disposition toward God? Toward the Egyptian people, who acknowledge his authority 
(11:3)? Toward their stubborn ruler, Pharaoh?

APPLY
Though we may not want to admit it, we often employ bargaining tactics with God, just as Pharaoh 
did. When are we most likely to bargain instead of repent? What faulty thinking about ourselves and 
our God does bargaining reveal?

Why did the Egyptian people react differently to Moses than Pharaoh did? How does pride keep us 
from recognizing the activity of God in our lives, even when others around us are seeing it? How is 
pride currently blinding you to God’s will in your life?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 14 // THE PLAGUES, PART 2
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 9:13-11:10. Then go through these 
questions together:

// Which of the plagues would’ve been the grossest/scariest to you?  

// If someone said to you, “God seems mean,” what would you say to them?

// How do the plagues show God’s glory, that He is worthy of our worship?

// How can your family worship God together more/better?

MOMENTS
Leverage the times where you face something significant in current events, the weather or creation 
to remind your family that God is glorious—God shows His greatness and worth—and that He is 
worthy—only God deserves all glory.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P



45 DRAWS OUT

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 12:1-32 aloud. 

What are some memorial rituals that Americans observe to remember significant past events? Why 
do we do this?

REFLECT
The story of Passover is filled with shadows that find their fulfillment in Christ. As a group, discuss as 
many as you can find (read ahead to 12:43-51 to help with your answers). Then look at 1 Peter 1:19. 
Why does Christ’s spotless character make Him able to pay for our sin?

Look at Exodus 12:29-32. Why did this plague lead to the successful release of the Israelites? How is 
it ironic? Look back at Exodus 1:22 to help with your answer.

Observe God’s judgment in these verses. How do you react to this amount of deaths at God’s 
hands? What reasons for this judgment has the story given us up to this point? In other words, why 
would God do this?

APPLY
Look again at vv. 7-13. These instructions are all intended to leave Israel in a state of readiness. At 
any moment, their escape from slavery may come. Jesus tells us to be ready at all times for His 
return (Matt. 24:36-44). How can we prepare ourselves?

Read vv. 26-27. What habits or memorials should you practice in your home that will cause those 
around you to ask, “Why are you doing this?”

Read Matthew 26:28. In the same way that God passed over the people of Israel because of the 
blood of spotless lambs, God’s judgment passes over us on account of Christ’s blood. How do we 
rehearse and remember this great truth of the gospel, both personally and communally?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 15 // THE PASSOVER
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CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week? 

TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 12:1-32. Then go through these 
questions together:

// Why do you think the Lord had the Israelites sacrifice spotless lambs?  

// How is the lamb a picture of Christ’s sacrifice for us?

// What or who would you be willing to give your life for?

// How can your family be more self-sacrificial to serve each other in the name of Christ?

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities to share the gospel—the good news of God’s plan to rescue the world from 
the problem of sin through Jesus Christ. Teach your kids about what you sacrifice for the sake of 
Jesus. Make much of Jesus every chance you get and remind your family that, “When we look at 
Jesus, we see what God is like (because Jesus is God).”

MILESTONES
When we practice communion, we practice a ritual of remembrance. It is the remembrance both of 
the Passover and of Christ’s sacrifice intertwined. The first time your child takes part in this ritual is 
a huge milestone. How will you celebrate and commemorate that milestone in the life of your family 
and child?

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have several group members read Exodus 12:33-14:31 aloud. 

Imagine you are an Israelite in this story. What sort of reaction would you have to all these events?

REFLECT
In 12:33-42, which facts or numbers surprised you the most? Why?

In addition to the memorial practice of Passover, two others result from the story of the exodus: the 
consecration of the firstborn and the Feast of Unleavened Bread (13:1-16). As a group, reflect on how 
each of these not only pointed back to the story of the exodus but forward to the story of Christ.

How does Exodus 14 draw to a close the story of Pharaoh and the progressive hardening of his 
heart? Of Moses’ progressive credibility? Of God’s faithfulness? Find evidence in the text to support 
your answer.

APPLY
How do the stories of Passover and the Red Sea crossing correspond to your own story of being 
drawn out of the bondage of sin? How has reading them deepened your gratitude for the atoning 
work of Christ?

Re-read Exodus 13:18-19. Joseph was a man of great faith, whose very bones spoke of his belief 
that God would do what He had promised. His deathbed request offers a shadow of the bodily 
resurrection all believers await and shows a healthy understanding of what it means to dwell as a 
stranger in a strange land. How can we emulate Joseph’s faith in our daily decisions and challenges 
in such a way that our lives look discernibly different from those of unbelievers?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week? 

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 16 // DELIVERED OUT OF DARKNESS 
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 12:33-14:31. Then go through these 
questions together:

// How did the Lord rescue the Israelites out of Egypt?  

// Do you think you would have trusted God to rescue you after witnessing His many signs and 
wonders? Do you think the Israelites ever struggled with doubt or idolatry?

// Why is it hard for us to trust God, even when He has rescued us and done so many
incredible things?

// How we can help each other deal with doubt?

MOMENTS
In moments of discipline this week, remind your kids that we all struggle with sin—it’s more than just 
the bad things we think, feel, do and say; it’s why we do them. Our hearts are sick with sin. Remind 
them of our sinful nature—all people are slaves to sin; we both choose it and have no choice. 
Encourage them to take heart in God because He is merciful—God does not give His children the 
punishment they deserve.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 15 aloud. 

What major theme stands out to you in the Song of Moses?

REFLECT
What does the Song of Moses tell us about the Red Sea crossing that we don’t see in 14:21-31? What 
does it further describe poetically?

What attributes of God are extolled in the Song of Moses? Scan through the text and note as many 
as you can find, either explicitly stated or implied.

Read vv. 22-24. The Israelites have been in the wilderness for only three days when they start 
grumbling. How would you respond if you were Moses? How would you respond if you were God? 

What does God lay out to the Israelites as the conditions for protection? What sort of heart condition 
do these actions come out of?

APPLY
Of the attributes of God described in the Song of Moses, which do we commonly celebrate in the 
modern church? Which do we rarely celebrate? How is our faith strengthened by celebrating all that 
is true about God, not just those attributes that we commonly meditate on?

Have you ever been helped by God but then quickly forgotten it? How can making repetition of His 
past provision/deliverance strengthen your faith? Practically, what are ways we can do this?

Describe a time that God turned a bitter relationship or situation into a sweet one. How long did it 
take? What did you learn from the experience? What current bitter relationship or situation needs a 
sweetening miracle from God?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 17 // FROM BITTER TO SWEET
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CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

TIME
Set aside a time this week for your household to read Exodus 15. Then go through these
questions together:

// Why do you think Moses and the people of Israel started singing together?  

// What is your favorite song about God?

// What has God done in, for and through your family that makes Him worthy of your worship?

// Sing a song or two to God together.

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities this week for worship—the right response to the goodness of God. Consider 
putting on worship music as you commute or drive around town. Seek opportunities in the course of 
your everyday life to praise God.

MILESTONES
Consider how you might celebrate and commemorate God’s significant provision for your family. 
Some provision is not promised but worth celebrating, like life, salvation, a new job, a new house, 
etc. How can you establish and/or remember these spiritual milestones?

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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PART
II



FROM DARKNESS 
TO LIGHT   THIS 
IS THE STORY WE 
ALL SHARE, AS THE 
PEOPLE OF GOD.



HE DRAWS US OUT 
TO DRAW US IN. 
FROM THE BIRTH 

OF ISRAEL TO THE 
CHURCH TODAY, 

GOD DELIVERS AND 
DWELLS WITH

HIS PEOPLE.
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EXODUS PART 1;
A REVIEW
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Several thousand years ago, God made a 
promise to Abraham that He would make his 
offspring into a great nation, and one day, 
they would dwell in the Promised Land. 

More than 400 years passed, and the 
Israelites worked as slaves in the land of 
Egypt. But the nation of Israel continued to 
grow. In response, the Egyptians increased 
their oppression of God’s people, and 
Pharaoh gave a terrible decree: Every son 
born to the Hebrews would be thrown into 
the river. But a Levite couple defied this order. 
When they could no longer hide their baby 
boy, the mother placed him in a basket and 
into the river, trusting God’s will for his life.  

Pharaoh’s daughter found the baby and 
drew him out of the water. She named him 
"Moses" and brought him into the palace. As 
Moses grew older and saw the suffering of 
his people, anger burned within him. When 
he witnessed an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, 
Moses killed the man and fled Egypt to hide 
in the desert.

Years passed, and Moses made a new life 
for himself in Midian. One day, as he tended 
sheep, Moses heard the voice of the Lord 
calling out to him from a burning bush. God 
told Moses that He saw the persecution of 

His people in Egypt and heard their cries. He 
promised to deliver the Israelites from slavery, 
and He commanded Moses to go before 
Pharaoh on their behalf. Moses was terrified, 
so God sent Moses’ brother, Aaron, to go
with him.

The brothers went before Pharaoh, performing 
signs and wonders, but Pharaoh would not 
listen. God brought down plagues upon Egypt, 
but Pharaoh's heart remained as hard as stone. 

To prepare for the 10th and final plague, the 
Hebrews marked their doors with the blood 
of spotless lambs. That night, the angel of 
death passed through the kingdom, killing the 
firstborn child of every Egyptian household 
that did not bear the mark—including 
Pharaoh’s.

Heartbroken, Pharaoh told the Israelites to go. 
They were free. The Israelites journeyed out 
toward the Promised Land, but before long, 
Pharaoh changed his mind and commanded 
the Egyptian army to pursue them. 

When the Israelites came to the Red Sea, 
Moses lifted his staff to the sky, and the 
waters parted. The Hebrews passed through 
the towering waves, and the Egyptians were 
swallowed by the sea.
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EXODUS PART 2;
THE WILDERNESS

After fleeing Egypt and escaping Pharaoh and 
his army through the Red Sea, the Israelites 
entered the wilderness of Sin. Though they 
had witnessed God’s power and might in 
rescuing them from persecution and slavery, 
the people complained about their new 
misfortunes. Once they had had bread and 
meat; now they had nothing to satisfy
their hunger. 

Hearing the people’s complaints, the Lord 
promised to sustain them, so that they would 
know He was their God. And the next day, the 
people saw tiny flakes on the ground, sweet 
and good to eat. They called it manna. Though 
food came daily to them, the people again 
complained, this time of thirst. So the Lord told 
Moses to strike a rock with his staff, and water 
gushed out. The Lord had provided yet again, 
and the people continued on their journey.
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Three months after their escape, the Israelites 
came to Mount Sinai. Moses gave the people 
a word from God: If they obeyed and kept 
God’s covenant, they would be His treasured 
possession, a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation. And the people promised to do so. 

Three days later, the mountain shook with 
thunder, and lightning flashed in the sky. 
Moses brought the Israelites to the mountain, 
and the people covered their ears as a 
deafening sound, like a trumpet, grew louder 
and louder. They cried in fear of their lives. 
Then the Lord came down in fire and smoke 
and told Moses to keep the people back so 
they wouldn’t die from seeing Him in His true 
glory. When the people heard God’s voice, 
they grew afraid, and they asked Moses to 
speak with God on their behalf.

God gave Moses many laws, including the 
Ten Commandments, the first being that the 
people would have no other gods but Him. 
And the Israelites promised to worship the 
Lord alone and to keep all His laws.

Moses spent 40 days and nights on the 
mountain with God. But upon his return, 
he found the people bowing down to an 
idol—a golden calf that Aaron made for them 
out of the jewelry they had taken from the 
Egyptians. They had forgotten their promise 
to God. In his anger, Moses broke the stone 
tablets on which God had inscribed the Law, 
burned the golden calf and atoned for the sin 
of the faithless. God’s wrath burned against 
the Israelites, and He punished them but did 
not destroy them altogether. He remembered 
His promise to make them a great nation.

After the Israelites repented, they went to 
work making everything that the Lord had 
instructed. They built the ark of the covenant 
to hold the tablets of the Law. They made 
fine garments with precious stones for Aaron 
and his sons, consecrating them with oil for 
their service as priests. And they built the 
tabernacle, the place where God would dwell 
with His people. It was beautifully crafted—with 
gold, silver, and bronze, and acacia wood, 
and blue and purple and scarlet linen for its 
curtains. They anointed the tabernacle and the 
altar with oil and spices and brought the ark 
inside the dwelling place of God.

Then God’s glory descended and filled the 
tabernacle, and the people fell down and 
worshiped their God—Yahweh—the One who 
drew them out of their slavery. The One who 
drew them out of Egypt and drew them into 
His presence in the wilderness lands. And 
though the Israelites would continue in strife 
and doubt, and even disobedience, God 
steadfastly and compassionately drew them 
toward the Promised Land.

The story of Israel is the story of us today; we 
are God’s people. He draws us out to draw 
us in. Through the life and death of Jesus 
Christ, He redeems us. Like the Israelites, 
we are a holy nation, a people for His own 
possession, called out of darkness and into 
His light. And like the Israelites, we await the 
Promised Land, in the midst of hardship, in the 
midst of brokenness. Yet, God is with us. With 
anticipation, we await the day when He will 
dwell with His people, in the new heavens and 
the new earth, fully and completely, forever.



T H E  G L O RY  O F  

T H E  L O R D  DW E LT  

O N  M O U N T  

S I N A I ,  A N D  T H E  

C L O U D  C OV E R E D  

I T  S I X  DAY S .  A N D  

O N  T H E  S E V E N T H  

DAY  H E  C A L L E D  

TO  M O S E S  O U T  

O F  T H E  M I D ST  O F  

T H E  C L O U D .

e Xo d u S  2 4 ; 1 6



6DRAWS IN

February 4 – 5

February 11 – 12

February 18 – 19

February 25 – 26

March 4 – 5

March 11 – 12

March 18 – 19

March 25 – 26

April 1 – 2

April 8 – 9

April 15 – 16

April 22 – 23

April 29 – 30

May 6 – 7

May 13 – 14

May 20 – 21

SERMON 
SCHEDULE  

Looking Back and Going Forward

Grumbling or Gratitude

Wisdom and Mission

CELEBRATION WEEKEND

The Path of Life

STAND-ALONE SERMON

Of Laws and Love

Finding Our Way Home

The Way Into His Presence

Work and Rest

Falling Into Forgetfulness

The God of Mercy and Glory

 Generous Hearts and Hands

Understanding Glory, Part 1

Understanding Glory, Part 2

Drawn In
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X
COMMANDMENTS
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// THE FIRST COMMANDMENT
"You shall have no other gods before me."

// THE SECOND COMMANDMENT
"You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. You shall not bow down to them or 
serve them, for I the LORD your God am 
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who hate me, but 
showing steadfast love to thousands of those 
who love me and keep my commandments."

// THE THIRD COMMANDMENT
"You shall not take the name of the LORD 
your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold 
him guiltless who takes his name in vain."

// THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days you shall labor, and do all your 
work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to 
the LORD your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, 
your male servant, or your female servant, 
or your livestock, or the sojourner who is 
within your gates. For in six days the LORD 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them, and rested on the seventh day. 
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 
day and made it holy."

8DRAWS IN
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// THE NINTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor."

// THE TENTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not covet your neighbor's house; 
you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or 
his male servant, or his female servant, or his 
ox, or his donkey, or anything that is
your neighbor's."

// THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT
"Honor your father and your mother, that 
your days may be long in the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you."

// THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not murder."

// THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not commit adultery."

// THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not steal."
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ONE OF OUR HOPES FOR THE EXODUS SERIES IS TO BE 

FILLED WITH AWE AND WONDER BY THE LIVING GOD. HE 

DRAWS US OUT OF DARKNESS AND DRAWS US INTO HIS 

LIGHT. HERE ARE SOME ATTRIBUTES OF GOD TO LOOK 

FOR AND MEDITATE ON AS YOU READ, PRAY AND DISCUSS 

EXODUS WITHIN YOUR GROUP AND FAMILY.

ATTRIBUTES 
OF GOD

Almighty  //  Nothing is too hard for God.
Attentive  //  God hears and responds to the prayers of His children.
Compassionate  //  God sees, cares and acts when His children are in need.
Creator  //  God made everything.*
Deliverer  //  God rescues His children.
Faithful  //  God always does what He says He will do.
Generous  //  God gives what is best.
Glorious  //  God shows His greatness and worth.*
Good  //  God is what is best.
Holy  //  God is completely perfect and separate from sin.*
Just  //  God is right to punish sin.
Loving  //  God does what is best.
Merciful  //  God does not give His children the punishment they deserve.
Provider  //  God meets the needs of His children.
Refuge  //  God is a place of safety and protection for His children.*
Sovereign  //  God has the right, wisdom and power to do all that He pleases.*
Unchanging  //  God never changes.*
Wise  //  God knows what is best.
Worthy  //  Only God deserves all glory.

*Definitions taken from The ABCs of God by Children Desiring God
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//  Exodus LifeChange Bible study by The Navigators

//  Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory commentary by Philip Graham Ryken

//  “The Book of Exodus” videos by The Bible Project on YouTube

ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES

FOR MORE INFO AND RESOURCES,
VISIT OUR EXODUS MICROSITE;

EXODUS.THEVILLAGECHURCH.NET

REMEMBERING
AND SHARING 
YOUR STORY
What has God drawn you out of? In Exodus, God commands His people to remember all He 
has done in drawing them out of slavery and sin and into freedom with Him. Like the Israelites, 
we are a forgetful people, but God gives us the gift of story to help us remember His goodness 
and to hope in His promises. We want to remember and celebrate what the Lord has done and 
continues to do in our lives.

God drew me out of ____________________ and into ____________________ .

Using the hashtag #TVCExodus, you can share your story with us through social media.



e Xo d u S  25 ; 1 6

A N D  YO U  

S H A L L  P U T  

I N TO  T H E  

A R K  T H E  

T E ST I M O N Y  

T H AT  I  

S H A L L  

G I V E  YO U .



14DRAWS IN

READING 
PLAN

January 30 – February 3

February 6 – 10

February 13 – 17

February 20 – 24

February 27 – March 3

March 6 – 10

March 13 – 17

March 20 – 24

March 27 – 31

April 3 – 7

April 10 – 14

April 17 – 21

April 24 – 28

May 1 – 5

May 8 – 12

May 15 – 19

Exodus 1-15

Exodus 16-17

Exodus 18-19

BREAK / CATCH-UP WEEK

Exodus 20:1-21

BREAK / CATCH-UP WEEK

Exodus 20:22-24:18

Exodus 25:1-27:19

Exodus 27:20-30:10

Exodus 30:11-31:18

Exodus 32

Exodus 33-34

Exodus 35-36

Exodus 37

Exodus 38-39

Exodus 40
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DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS AND 
IDEAS FOR FAMILY 
DISCIPLESHIPPA

R
T

TWO
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AS WE BEGIN OUR STUDY OF 
EXODUS, SPEND SOME TIME WITH 

YOUR GROUP PRAYING THROUGH THE 
FOLLOWING POINTS;

// Ask the Lord to increase your desire to read 
His Word. Ask for understanding as you read 
each week in preparation to hear the sermon 
and discuss the passage with your family and 
Home Group. The Exodus reading plan can be 
found on p. 14.

// Thank the Lord for giving us His Word and 
letting us know the story of Exodus. Thank Him 
for continuing His story through our stories. 
Ask God to open your eyes to the ways He 
draws us out to draw us in. Reflect on how the 
first half of Exodus has shown you this truth 
thus far.

// Think about specific areas of sin and 
darkness God has drawn you out of. Praise 
Him for rescuing you. Ask for strength to 
confess sin and flee from any darkness in 
which you currently find yourself.

// Throughout our study, we will see many 
different attributes of God. Which of His 
attributes did you see most clearly in the first 
half of Exodus? For help with your answer, look 
at the “Attributes of God” list on p. 11.

// Pray that your group would have fruitful 
discussion each week and that, through the 
study of God’s Word, you will grow together 
and pursue Christ with all your hearts.

// Ask God to tune your heart to the Holy Spirit 
as He makes you aware of time, moments 
and milestones to leverage for fruitful family 
discipleship throughout this study. Ideas for 
family discipleship are included each week 
alongside the group study questions.

// Pray for unity among the campuses as we 
walk through Exodus together. Ask the Lord 
to speak through Matt and the other pastors 
who will preach each weekend and to sustain 
them through this long series. Thank the Lord 
for your gospel-centered community, and ask 
Him to help you hold one another accountable 
throughout this study.

WEEK 18 // LOOKING BACK AND GOING FORWARD
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WEEK 18 // LOOKING BACK AND GOING FORWARD
S E R M O N  N O T E S
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WEEK 19 // GRUMBLING OR GRATITUDE
D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 16 aloud. Then have another group member read Exodus 
17 aloud. With longer passages like these, consider assigning several group members each a 
paragraph to read. It invites more group members to participate and helps keep attention when 
there is a lot of text.
 
What is the hungriest you’ve ever been? How did it affect the way you interacted with those
around you?

REFLECT
What internal and external enemies do the Israelites face in these two chapters? List as many as
you can think of. Which do you think is the most dangerous or difficult to overcome? Why do you 
think so?

In Exodus 16-17, God provides food, water and safety for His children. Why do you think He continues 
to provide for them, even though they continue to doubt Him? What does this teach us about God’s 
commitment to His people?

In His provision, God also allows the Israelites to play a role in their own deliverance. Give examples 
from the text that illustrate this partnership.

APPLY
How has lack of a physical or spiritual need tempted you to grumble? What spiritual discipline or 
attribute of God is an effective antidote for grumbling?

How has God met your physical and/or spiritual needs through a combination of divine grace and 
personal effort?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?
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I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

TIME
Set aside time this week for your family to sit down and read Exodus 16-17. Summarize the main 
points and answer these questions together.

// What are some things that you are grateful for?  

// Do you ever have trouble with complaining? Do you ever take God’s blessings or provision for 
granted? Share times when you have.

// Have you ever seen the Lord provide for your family when it seemed like you had nothing or when 
circumstances seemed hopeless?

// How could God use your family to help others through giving of your time, talent and possessions?

MOMENTS
Look for opportunities in the course of your week to point out how God has provided for your family. 
Leverage every chance you get this week to help others. Find a way to serve the poor, orphans 
or foreigners in your city. Point out how God is generous—God gives what is best—and He is a 
provider—God meets the needs of His children.

MILESTONES
In Exodus 16:33, the Israelites put aside a jar of manna as a keepsake so that future generations 
would see the Lord’s provision. Is there anything you have that could serve as a symbol of the Lord’s 
provision and be passed down generation to generation?

“At evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, 
because he has heard your grumbling against the LORD.” - Exodus 16:6-7
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S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 19 // GRUMBLING OR GRATITUDE
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WEEK 20 // WISDOM AND MISSION

OPEN
Have a few group members take turns reading Exodus 18-19 aloud.
 
Think of a time when you have felt close to burnout. What were the circumstances in your life at that 
time? Did you ask for/accept help? Why or why not?

REFLECT
Why would Moses include the story of Jethro’s help in Exodus 18? What does it show us about God? 
About Moses?

What does 19:4-6 tell us about the purpose of God’s covenant with Israel? How would these words 
have sounded to a people who had only known slavery in Egypt?

Based on the descriptions of Mount Sinai and the requirements necessary to approach it, what does 
God want Israel to understand about obedience and holiness?

APPLY
Jethro’s advice to Moses is yet another example in the Bible of God bringing order out of chaos. 
Where do you personally get to reflect God’s image by bringing order out of chaos? 

Have a group member read Hebrews 12:18-29. How has our approach to God changed as a result 
of the shed blood of Christ? What role should reverent awe of God, like we see in the Exodus story, 
play in the life of a New Testament believer?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S
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TIME
Set aside time this week to read Exodus 18-19 together as a family. Summarize the main points and 
then discuss these questions.

// What are the different roles or jobs that each person is responsible for in your family?  

// Why is it good that one person is not responsible for everything?

// How can you be better at doing the jobs you don’t want to do or sharing the responsibilities
you enjoy?

// Are there things in your home, physically or spiritually, that would benefit from more hard work, 
leadership or delegation? How can you work at them together?

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities this week to work hard at the tasks that have been assigned to you and 
remind each other that your work serves the Lord. Encourage each other often with Colossians 3:23-
24, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.”

MILESTONES
For the Israelites, Sinai became a special place, the mountain of God. Is there a place that is special 
for your family that could serve as a place of remembrance? How often do you go there? This could 
be an opportunity to plan a family pilgrimage or rite of passage as a milestone.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, 
you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is 

mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”
- Exodus 19:5-6
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S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 20 // WISDOM AND MISSION
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OPEN
Before you begin, see how many of the Ten Commandments you can each name from memory. Then 
have a group member read Exodus 20:1-21 aloud.

REFLECT
Why is it significant that verse 2 comes before the Ten Commandments? How does verse 2 shape 
what comes after it?

Read the Ten Commandments closely. What patterns do you note? Do the commandments seem to 
follow any logical progression? Do some “go together” as a group? 

Read Deuteronomy 5:12-15 and compare it with Exodus 20:8-11. What difference do you see in 
Moses’ words? What light does this shed on the purpose of the Sabbath?

Look at verses 18-21. Compare them to Deuteronomy 5:4-5 and 5:24-29 (ask a group member 
to read these verses aloud). What new insight does Deuteronomy 5:28-29 give regarding God’s 
purpose for giving the law?

APPLY
Have a group member or two read Matthew 5:21-31. What role should the Ten Commandments 
play in the life of the Christian? How does Jesus call for a deeper obedience to God’s commands? 
What external acts of righteousness are you most prone to practice while having a heart that is 
inconsistent and sinful?

Which personal relationships spoken about in the Ten Commandments are the hardest for you 
to maintain in a godly way? How can the group encourage and pray for you regarding those 
relationships?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 21 // THE PATH OF LIFE
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TIME
Set aside time this week for your family to read Exodus 20:1-21. Highlight some of the main points, 
read through the Ten Commandments again and then answer these questions together.

// What do you think would change in your life tomorrow if there were suddenly no laws in America?  

// Do you see laws as a blessing from God? Why or why not?

// Are there any of the Ten Commandments that are particularly difficult for your family?

// Spend some time praying that your family would know God’s laws, be obedient to God’s laws and 
be quick to offer and ask for forgiveness. 

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities this week to point out laws that protect us and guide us. Use those 
opportunities to talk about why following the law is good and how breaking the law comes with 
consequences. In that, God is just—God is right to punish sin.

MILESTONES
The Ten Commandments were written in stone and intended to last in every way. Is there any 
mission specific to your family that you might consider making into a lasting symbol?

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery.” - Exodus 20:2
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S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 21 // THE PATH OF LIFE
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OPEN
Have a few group members read Exodus 20:22-24:11 aloud.
 
What minor legal infraction are you most likely to commit on a regular basis?

REFLECT
Exodus 20:22-23:33 is commonly known as the “Book of the Covenant.” It interprets the Ten 
Commandments into a set of specific laws for the people of Israel in their immediate historical/
cultural context. What patterns do you see in these laws? Whom do they protect? What do they 
celebrate? How do they honor God?

Where do you see God’s transcendence (majesty and authority) reflected in His commands? Where 
do you see God’s immanence (intimate involvement in our lives) reflected in His commands?

Look at 24:6-8. Imagine what it would look, smell and feel like for all that blood to be thrown against 
the altar of God and upon yourself. How does that action put your personal and our collective sin 
and transgression of the law in perspective?

Have a group member read Matthew 26:26-29. How does Matthew help you understand Exodus 24, 
especially verses 9-11? How does it give you a hope for the future?

APPLY
The Book of the Covenant gives a set of specific laws for the people of Israel in their immediate 
historical/cultural context. What general principles should be applicable to the Christian? What 
timeless truths does it communicate regarding justice, community, stewardship of property and the 
value of human life?

The day is coming when, like the Israelites and the disciples, we will get to see God face to face and 
enjoy a feast together. In your own life, when have you experienced glimpses of this future hope? 
How can you intentionally create space in your life and living to experience such glimpses?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 22 // OF LAWS AND LOVE
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CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

TIME
Set aside time this week as a family to read Exodus 24:1-18 together. With those verses in mind, 
discuss the following questions.

// If someone said to you, “Whatever God’s law is, I am going to follow it perfectly!” what would you 
say to them?  

// What do you think it was like to eat and drink in the presence of the Lord on the mountain?

// Aaron got to see all this and then go back and be with the people while Moses went further up the 
mountain with Joshua. After hearing from the Lord directly and eating and drinking in His presence, 
why do you think Aaron turned so quickly to other gods?

// What doubts do you have about God? How can you pray through them and address them as a 
family? How can we lean on God’s grace and truth in times of doubt or self-righteousness?

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities this week to remind your family that God Is in Charge of Everything and 
God Is Good. Look for places where God has demonstrated His goodness, where doubt has crept in 
and where self-righteousness has set in on your family.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

Then [Moses] took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of 
the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we 

will be obedient.” - Exodus 24:7



35 DRAWS OUT

S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 22 // OF LAWS AND LOVE



36DRAWS IN



37 DRAWS OUT

OPEN
Have a few group members read Exodus 25:1-27:19 aloud.
 
What’s the most impressive thing you’ve ever built or crafted?

REFLECT
Why do you think God concerns Himself so intimately with the smallest details and measurements of 
the tabernacle? Why would God record them for us to read, versus a more general summary of the 
instructions?

Have one person read Genesis 3:8 and Genesis 3:22-24 and then look again at Exodus 25:17-22. 
What significant loss does the tabernacle restore? In light of your answer, how do you think the 
Israelites felt about the massive to-do list God had given them?

The Israelites have demonstrated their keen awareness of the practical needs they were facing 
in the wilderness—the need for food, water and safety. What would you say to them about the 
necessity of this extravagant, laborious building project?

APPLY
1 Corinthians 3:16 says we are corporately the temple of the Holy Spirit and that the Spirit dwells in 
our midst. 1 Corinthians 6:19 says our individual bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit. What is your 
response to this reality? How should it change the way you live? How is this reality better than what 
the Hebrews had in the tabernacle?

Have one person read Ephesians 2:19-22. Have another person read Revelation 21:1-4. Although we 
have God with us now, we await a full dwelling with God in the New Creation one day. How does this 
future dwelling parallel the Garden of Eden? How should the hope of dwelling with God in eternity 
make a difference to us now?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 23 // FINDING OUR WAY HOME
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your family to read Exodus 25:10-22. Imagine what the ark of the 
covenant would look like or draw a picture of it together.

// Why do you think the top of the ark of the covenant is called the “mercy seat”?  

// What is “mercy”?

// How does your family show mercy to one another?

// The ark of the covenant was also where God met with Moses. Where does your family gather 
during the week to meet with God? How can that be more a time of mercy seeking and mercy 
sharing?

MOMENTS
In times of discipline this week, share the gospel with your family and talk about how God is just—
He is right to punish sin—and He is merciful—God does not give His children the punishment they 
deserve.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

“And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.”
- Exodus 25:8



39 DRAWS OUT

S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 23 // FINDING OUR WAY HOME



40DRAWS IN



41 DRAWS OUT

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 27:20-30:10 aloud.
 
What is the most expensive outfit you have ever worn? Why was it so expensive?

REFLECT
Look again at Exodus 28-29, which describe the priests’ preparation and consecration to service. 
What aspects of the process stand out to you? Why do you think God designed such an involved 
ordination process?

Imagine you are one of those about to become a priest, having just seen God deliver the nation of 
Israel. You witnessed the plagues and the parting of the Red Sea. God visited you and your people 
at Mount Sinai in a terrifying tempest of clouds, fire, smoke and thunder. How would you view the 
service you are about to perform for this God? What does the instruction from God indicate about 
the seriousness of the task? What emotions or thoughts would you likely have?

Read Hebrews 4:14-5:10. Have someone else read 7:23-28. Compare and contrast what you read in 
Exodus 28-29 with what you read in Hebrews.

APPLY
Though God declared all Israel to be “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exod. 19:6), He still 
appointed a special group to a formal priesthood. How do you see this idea carrying forward to the 
New Testament Church?

What are some unhealthy ways we view our church leaders? How does knowing that Christ is our 
sinless High Priest forever free us to regard church leaders in healthy ways?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 24 // THE WAY INTO HIS PRESENCE 
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TIME
Set aside a time during the week for your family to read Exodus 30:10 and Leviticus 16, the Day of 
Atonement, together and then discuss the following questions.

// The Day of Atonement was the biggest holiday of the year for Israel. It was the day when one lamb 
was sacrificed for the atonement of the people’s sin. What might that holiday be pointing toward?  

// Read Hebrews 10:19-22. Why do Christians today get to approach God with confidence, when in 
Exodus only the high priest could do it and only once a year? What difference does Christ’s
blood make?

// What would you say to someone who asks, “How good do I have to be to talk to God and expect 
Him to listen?”

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities this week to remind your family that God Wants to Talk With Us. Pray at 
regular times together this week and as you are on the go together.

MILESTONES
How can you leverage big holidays in the year (including birthdays and anniversaries) to point your 
family toward Christ and His mercy?

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

“There I will meet with the people of Israel, and it shall be sanctified by my 
glory. I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar. Aaron also and his 
sons I will consecrate to serve me as priests. I will dwell among the people 

of Israel and will be their God. And they shall know that I am the LORD their 
God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt that I might dwell among 

them. I am the LORD their God.” - Exodus 29:43-46



43 DRAWS OUT

S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 24 // THE WAY INTO HIS PRESENCE 
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 30:11-31:18 aloud.
 
What is your favorite fragrance or smell? Why?

REFLECT
In 30:11-30, God commands a special scent to be blended for use only in the tabernacle. Why do you 
think He does so? What other senses does the tabernacle appeal to?

Look at 31:3 again. This is the first time in the Bible anyone is described as being “filled” with the 
Spirit of God. What other attributes does God give to the artisans? Which, if any, are unexpected?

Look again at 31:12-18. What does this section say is the purpose of observing the Sabbath? Taking a 
day off work would require faith and trust that God would give them seven days worth of production 
in six days time. When their surrounding enemies were working on the Sabbath, Israel would be 
resting. What virtues would observing the Sabbath help the Jews to develop?

APPLY
Should worship in the modern church engage the five senses to the degree that the tabernacle did? 
What are the risks and benefits of involving our senses in corporate worship?

Read Hebrews 4:9-10. With regard to the spiritual concept of Sabbath, what kinds of works does the 
person of faith rest from? How is trying to earn rest through works different from working as one who 
has already entered the rest of God through faith?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 25 // WORK AND REST
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your family to read Exodus 31:12-18 and discuss these questions.

// What sticks out to you in these verses? Why do you think the Lord takes Sabbath rest so seriously?  

// On a scale of 1 – 10, where does your family rate at keeping the Sabbath?

// Is Sabbath rest the same as doing nothing? Why not?

// What are some ways you can practice Sabbath as a family this week?

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities in the course of everyday life this week to encourage one another in the 
Lord. Let your family see you resting in and considering the Lord instead of “getting stuff done.” 
Memorize and share with one another Hebrews 10:24, “And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works.”

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

“Therefore the people of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, observing the 
Sabbath throughout their generations, as a covenant forever. It is a sign 

forever between me and the people of Israel that in six days the LORD made 
heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.”

- Exodus 31:16-17
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S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 25 // WORK AND REST
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 32 aloud.
 
What is your most valuable physical possession?

REFLECT
What are some startling elements of this chapter? What struck you most personally concerning the 
actions, emotions and words of Aaron, the people, God and Moses?

In verses 1-6, what belief drives the people of Israel to make an idol? Who gives the motivating 
instruction and does the main work of making the idol? Where did the people get the materials to 
construct the idol?

Look at verses 7-10. What is God’s response to the actions of Israel? What specifically about Israel’s 
actions angers God?

How do Moses’ prayers in verses 11-13 and 31 remind you of the ministry of Jesus Christ?

APPLY
Who is someone for whom you regularly pray regarding their rejection of God? What can we learn 
from Moses’ posture and attitude when it comes to how we pray for the disobedient around us?

Have a group member read 1 Corinthians 10:1-14. What forms of idolatry make their way into the 
modern church? In practical terms, how can we flee from them?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 26 // FALLING INTO FORGETFULNESS
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your family to read Exodus 32. After reading the chapter, discuss these 
questions with one another.

// What is “idolatry”? Is there anything in your life that is so important it rivals or outpaces God?  

// Read verse 24 again. Have you ever lied to try to cover up something wrong? How did it go?

// Why is it so hard to follow God’s laws? Should we just give up trying?

// What do you think it means to follow God’s laws through “grace-driven effort”? Why do we want 
God to be first in our life?

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities in the course of everyday life to remind each other that God is what is best. 
God is worthy—only God deserves all glory.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

“They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. 
They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and 

sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt!’” - Exodus 32:8



51 DRAWS OUT

S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 26 // FALLING INTO FORGETFULNESS
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 33-34 aloud.
 
If you were guilty of a crime, what lawyer from TV or a movie would you want to represent you in 
court?

REFLECT
Look again at 33:1-11. Imagine you are one of the Israelites in the camp. What would you feel in this 
situation? Looking back on the past few months, what regrets would you have? What hopes do you 
have?

In 33:12-23, what exactly does Moses request of God? What does God agree to do? What does He 
not agree to do? What does the text say is God’s motivation for responding the ways in which He 
does?

How does God’s description of Himself in 34:6-7 fit well with His dealings with Israel thus far?

In 34:10-28, God reasserts His role as the just Law-Giver, jealous for His glory, wrathful toward those 
who oppose Him. How do we reconcile this portrayal with the God who is “merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness”?

APPLY
Exodus 34:29-35 speaks of the radiant face of Moses after having spent time in God’s presence. 
Have a group member read Hebrews 1:1-3. How do these verses help us understand Jesus as the 
true and better Moses? How do they help you understand what it means to be an imitator of Christ?

Whom have you known who radiated the glory of God in their speech and actions? What disciplines 
and attitudes helped shape their demonstrable love for God? Which of those disciplines or attitudes 
do you most want or need to emulate?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 27 // THE GOD OF MERCY AND GLORY
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CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

TIME
Set aside time this week for your family to read Exodus 33:7-23 and then discuss these questions.

// Read verse 11 again. God Wants to Talk With Us. Does your prayer life reflect that?  

// Prayer of intercession means praying for others. Share how your family can pray for one another 
this week and then pray together.

// Who are others in your neighborhood, school or workplace you can be praying for?

// Whom would you like for the Lord to save? Commit to pray for that person this week.

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities this week to teach your family how to pray: to the Father, because of the 
Son, with the help of the Holy Spirit. We praise, thank, confess and make requests. Let the refrain of 
your week be, “God Wants to Talk With Us.”

MILESTONES
Consider writing down some prayers in the form of letters for your kids. Save them up to give to 
them one day.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

“Behold, I am making a covenant. Before all your people I will do marvels, 
such as have not been created in all the earth or in any nation. And all the 

people among whom you are shall see the work of the LORD, for it is an 
awesome thing that I will do with you.” - Exodus 34:10
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S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 27 // THE GOD OF MERCY AND GLORY
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OPEN
Have a few group members read Exodus 35-36 aloud.
 
What hidden talent do you have?

REFLECT
Look at 35:4-29. What repeated words or phrases do you note? What idea is the writer emphasizing 
through these repetitions? Is this emphasis surprising? Why or why not?

Thinking back over the narrative of Exodus so far, where would Israel have gotten all these 
possessions? Do you think this would make it easier or harder for them to be generous? Why?

In 35:30-36:4, the narrative once again emphasizes the diverse and exceptional skills of the workers 
constructing the tabernacle. What parallel might we draw to the New Testament Church? What New 
Testament passage(s) can you think of to support your answer?

In 36:5-7, it is said that the people gave far beyond what was needed. Why do you think they were 
so generous?

APPLY
What skill or gift do you possess that could be used (or used more faithfully) to serve the Church? 
Does using it to serve the Church mean using it specifically in the local church? Explain your answer.

Consider your own attitude toward possessions and talents. What lesson can you take from the 
generosity of the Israelites? What adjustment to your perspective on your possessions needs to take 
place? What are some practical ways you can be generous this week? This month? This year?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 28 // GENEROUS HEARTS AND HANDS
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your family to read Exodus 35 together and then discuss these 
questions.

// How do you see people using their skills to serve the Lord in chapter 35?  

// What gifts and talents did the Lord give you? Why do you think God made you the way that
He did?

// How can you use what God has given you to serve Him, your city and your church?

// Discuss your family’s combined gifts and what you could do together for the kingdom this week. 

MOMENTS
Leverage opportunities in the course of everyday life this week to serve others. Memorize and share 
with each other 1 Peter 4:11, “Whoever serves as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—
in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose 
spirit moved him, and brought the LORD's contribution to be used for the 

tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy garments.
- Exodus 35:21
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S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 28 // GENEROUS HEARTS AND HANDS
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OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 37 aloud.
 
If you had been a worker who helped build the tabernacle, what tasks could you have performed?

REFLECT
Modern readers may be tempted to look on this chapter (and the next two) as a needless repetition 
of what has already been said. Why do you think this detailed account of the actual work was given 
for the original audience of Exodus (the Israelites about to embark on the conquest of Canaan after 
40 years in the wilderness)? Why do you think it is given for us?

Of all the furnishings in the tabernacle, only one functions as a place to sit. Which one? Why do you 
think this is significant? Share some ideas and then look up Hebrews 8:1 to help with your answer.

Look at the drawing of the tabernacle on page 16. Note where each of the items described 
in chapter 37 resides. How does the location they share relate to the materials used in their 
construction? What do you note about the cost of the materials and the similarities in design?

APPLY
Bezalel’s exacting work serves as an example to us. Have a group member read Colossians 3:23-
24. What corners are you most prone to cut when it comes to your daily responsibilities at work or 
home? Where are you most tempted to give half-hearted obedience to God?

Followers of Christ are not to be spiritually sedentary. Have a group member read Colossians 1:24-
29, noting Paul’s words in verse 29. In what relationship or circumstance are you most tempted to 
sit on a throne of self-defeat or complacency instead of doing the work at hand? What step can you 
take this week to obey God in that area? How can your group help you in this?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 29 // UNDERSTANDING GLORY, PART 1
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your family to read Exodus 37 together and then discuss
these questions.

// The instructions for the construction of the ark of the covenant, table, lampstand and altar are very 
detailed. Why do you think the Lord cares so much about the details?

// The ark is described as having four poles on the sides so that it could be lifted up without a person 
having to touch the ark. Why do you think no one could touch the ark?

// Look back at Exodus 25:22. What did the Lord tell Moses about the mercy seat?

// What are some ways your family can approach God with confidence? How does Christ’s sacrifice 
make it so you are able to do so?

MOMENTS
Take advantage of opportunities to discuss God’s holiness—He is completely perfect and separate 
from sin, but we are still able to approach Him because of the work of Jesus Christ on our 
behalf. Encourage your family to thank the Lord for His mercy—He does not give His children the 
punishment they deserve. In discipline this week, talk about what we deserve and what mercy looks 
like in your family.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

And he made poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold and put the 
poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark.

- Exodus 37:4-5
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S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 29 // UNDERSTANDING GLORY, PART 1
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OPEN
Have a few group members read Exodus 38-39 aloud.

REFLECT
Look at the drawing of the tabernacle on page 16. Note where the basin and the altar are located. 
Why do you think these two fixtures are placed where they are? Consider both their practical and 
their symbolic placement. (Hint: What liquid was associated with each?)

For what purpose do you think the writer included the cataloging of materials in 38:21-31? What 
impression is it meant to give? Why make that impression?

Compare the materials used to construct the curtains (Exod. 38:16-18) with those used for the priestly 
garments (Exod. 39:27-29). What similarities do you note? How is this symbolically appropriate?

What is the purpose of 39:32-43? What does the writer want us to understand about Israel? About 
the tabernacle? About God?

APPLY
Dressed in their elaborate garments, the priests would have stood out among the general 
population. Have a group member read Isaiah 59:14-20. Have another read Isaiah 61:10-11. How 
do these verses shape your understanding of what it means to be clothed in the righteousness of 
Christ? How is your “spiritual clothing” evident to the general population when they look at your life?

From the outside, the tabernacle would have looked fairly unassuming, even a bit plain. But for 
those who entered its gates and passed from the outer court to the Holy of Holies, it would have 
increasingly revealed its wealth. How is this an accurate portrayal of how we view Christ? Of your 
own experience of salvation? Give a specific example of how holiness has taken on increasing value 
to you as you have matured in Christ.

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 30 // UNDERSTANDING GLORY, PART 2
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CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

TIME
Set aside a time this week for your family to read Exodus 38-39 together and then discuss these 
questions.

// How many times does the text repeat the phrase, “as the Lord had commanded Moses,” in 
chapter 39?  

// What does it mean to be obedient to the instructions of the Lord?

// What are some ways you and your family have struggled to be obedient to the Lord?

// What would you say to someone who asked, “Why would you base your life off a book written 
thousands of years ago?”

MOMENTS
In moments of discipline this week, find opportunities to talk about what it means to be obedient 
and disobedient. Talk about what it means to have self-control—freedom from obedience to our 
sinful thoughts and emotions. Talk about what it means to glorify God through our obedience to 
Him—to show, honor and enjoy God as most valuable.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

They made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote on it an 
inscription, like the engraving of a signet, “Holy to the LORD.”

- Exodus 39:30
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S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 30 // UNDERSTANDING GLORY, PART 2



68DRAWS IN



69 DRAWS OUT

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 40 aloud.
 
How would you summarize this chapter in one sentence?

REFLECT
Before the tabernacle and its servants can be put into service, what must be done according to 40:1-
15? Based on the history of the materials and people in question, why is this a necessary step?

What obvious repetition occurs in 40:16-33? What significant statement concludes this section of the 
text? How do both phrases point to One greater than Moses?

God commands a place to be created for Him to dwell. He fills it with everything necessary for 
worship. He populates it with priests to serve Him. He then descends to inhabit His sanctuary. What 
parallels do you see to Genesis 1? What parallels do you see to Revelation 21?

APPLY
The gold from the golden calf idol has been refashioned for service to God. The priest who 
commissioned the golden calf has been consecrated for service to God. The people who chased 
after idols have witnessed the glory of God descend on His tabernacle. How have you seen God 
redeem the days and the substance of your idolatry and consecrate you for service to Him?

Think back over the course of our time in all 40 chapters of Exodus. What story or passage stands 
out to you the most? What truths do you most want to remember and apply to your life?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How should it 
change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

D i S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

WEEK 31 // DRAWN IN
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TIME
Set aside a time this week for your family to read Exodus 40 together and then discuss the
following questions.

// Why might God’s presence in the tabernacle be signified by a cloud?  

// Imagine together what this cloud might look like. Take a look back at Exodus 19:16-20. How might 
the cloud look different over a mountain versus over the tabernacle?

// Look at verses 34-38. The tabernacle was set up in the middle of the camp so that the presence 
and guidance of the Lord could always be seen. How are Christians guided by God today? Where 
does He dwell now? Read 1 Corinthians 3:16 for help with your answer.

// What are some ways your family can better seek and be attentive to the guidance of the Lord?

MOMENTS
When making choices or decisions this week, be ready to talk about what it means to yield to the 
guidance of the Lord because He is sovereign—God has the right, wisdom and power to do all He 
pleases—and He is faithful—God always does what He says He will do.

MILESTONES
In Exodus 40:2, the Lord tells Moses, “On the first day of the first month you shall erect the 
tabernacle of the tent of meeting.” The tabernacle being set up on the first day of the year is 
significant in setting a foundation of worship and celebrating the Lord’s dwelling with man. Create a 
family tradition of celebrating each new year and dedicating the year to the worship of the Lord. This 
might be a good time to make spiritually-focused family resolutions or goals.

I D E A S  FO R  FA M I LY  D I S C I P L E S H I P

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD
filled the tabernacle. - Exodus 40:34
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S E R M O N  N O T E S

WEEK 31 // DRAWN IN
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S E R M O N  S E R I E S  N OT E S

EXODUS // PART II
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