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JESUS FACT OR FICTION? 

• Learn about and understand the criteria for historical accuracy, comparing accounts of other 
well-known figures to those of Jesus.  

• Consider the possibility that eyewitness accounts during the first century might have been 
incredibly accurate, even 30 years later—and even when describing miracles. 

• Understand and consider the arguments for and against the idea that the disciples fabricated the 

gospels. 
 
When it comes to the life of Jesus, we have the gospels—but are they trustworthy? 
 
Some believe the gospel writers stretched the truth, but their accounts are very detailed. Were these details (Mark 

4:38, Mark 14:52, John 21:8-11) the result of eyewitness experience, or were the stories added to make them 

more believable?  

Know why you believe what you believe. If you only had 30 seconds to tell someone about Jesus, which parts 

would you include?  
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